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Subject annotation

The course of the European Union Consumer law aims to analyse trends in consumer law in the
EU, while taking into account the fact that the regulation of consumer contract law constitutes a
considerable amount of harmonisation of private law at the EU level. The subject covers not only
the aspects of private law (harmonized types of contract in EU law, including digital content and
digital services contracts, control of unfair terms, guarantees, etc) and civil procedure law|
(reflecting the pecularities of consumer protection in the civil procedure), but also broader
approach to consumer law (e.g. unfair commercial practice control, product safety control, as well
as alternative dispute resolution). Much attention is paid to the justification of consumer law and
further perspectives, trends and challenges of this area.

The course covers following topics: historical aspects of EU consumer law, sources of consumer
law (primary law, secondary law), the meaning of self-regulation, areas of consumer law covered
by EU law, consumer law relation with competition law, the concepts of consumer contract,
consumer and bussiness, consumer rights and its enforceent mechanisms, consumer rights v.
human rights, pecularities of consumer contracts covered by EU law, consumer access to justice
(alternative dispute resolution, collective redress mechanisms, procedural pecularities of consumer
disputes).

Learning outcomes of the course: the doctoral student must be able to make a research on the
chosen issue of EU consumer law by examining, legal doctrine, EU legislation, case law (both
European Court of Justice and national courts) and studies commissioned by European
Commission reflecting both the issues of the implementation of EU legal acts in the national law|
as well as a diverse and comprehensive approach to consumer law; the doctoral student must be
able as well as apply various legal research methods to evaluate and solve theoretical and practical
issues of consumer law.
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